FLOOD UPDATE 2
  FROM THE BRANDESBURTON AND NORTH FRODINGHAM FLOOD ACTION GROUP (BNFFAG)
  MAY, 2009

First of all, thank you to everyone who returned their statements to the Post Offices, 39 individual pieces of evidence have been handed to the Environment Agency team who are preparing the River Hull Strategy.  Much of the evidence was first hand experience of the area, the on going effects of the 2007 floods and also included information from retired Drainage Board and Environment Agency employees who recorded their experiences of the River and drainage systems.  Many householders voiced their worries about future flood risk, higher insurance premiums and problems encountered when trying to sell property.  Instances of springs rising in Leven village were also mentioned.  These are all problems that could be mostly avoided by a well maintained drainage system.  If you haven’t told us your personal story and would like to do so, you can still drop your letters in at the Post Offices at Brandesburton, North Frodingham, Beeford and Leven or by email to the BNFFAG. 
Much has happened since our last newsletter.  Graham Stuart and Greg Knight, our local MPs, have been very active in Parliament raising the issues about both the River Hull and River Humber with DEFRA ministers whenever possible.  In February we attended a meeting held by the East Riding Council with other flood action groups, Parish Councils, geologists and Council engineers to form a working party to gather information, knowledge and experiences to enable the ERYC to understand the issues better and to enable communications between the Council and residents.  
We met with the River Hull team from the Environment Agency on 23rd April, the team are still working on the plans and gathering information to review the current strategy.  The threat of the flood storage areas at Leven and decommissioning of the EA pumping stations still exists.  We are continuing to challenge the validity of the data the EA are using in their computer models and we feel that that there is still a lot of information they need to have.   

A new team leader, (the third since January 2009) has been appointed.  She can be contacted by email at thomasin.meadley@environment-agency.gov.uk  and would like to receive your comments.  Please contact Thomasin if you have any questions that you would like answering.  
We have been given an indication of the timescales for the work, these are not rigid and may take longer, but the plan is for the EA to meet with Parish Councils and groups to give updates on progress during the next two months.  All information gathered will be summarised and the computer generated flood model and economic assessment of the plans will be presented at drop-in meetings in villages during the Summer/Autumn, before the work is reviewed and the options for the flood risk strategy are considered.  The strategy will be finalised with key groups before being put out to formal consultation in late 2009/ early 2010. 
Take this opportunity to provide information to the EA to help influence their decisions and guide them in the right direction before the Flood Risk Management Strategy is put in place for the River Hull and Coastal Streams Catchment Area.  

Our greatest disadvantage is the small size of the population in the countryside and rural villages. The EA, governed by DEFRA and the Treasury, works to a rigid formula which favours urban areas over rural communities.  This formula uses the number of houses “saved from flooding” by any particular scheme as the basis for decision making. 

The formula places very little value on business premises and agricultural land and no value is factored into the formula for the loss of business income, agricultural crops or the decrease in the value of property when flooding has occurred, which means that rural areas will always lose out when compared to large towns and cities.  We are questioning this formula.  

The EA also hide behind the fact that they do not have a duty to prevent flooding – although they have statutory powers to enable them do so, if they wish. However the reality is that most people must look to Government or its agencies for effective flood defence, unfortunately the present Government has a complete lack of desire to defend rural areas, which is the root of the problem because all our drainage water must eventually flow through EA managed channels to reach the sea.
What can you do?
Please remember that we are still collecting evidence and experiences of how the plans could/are affecting your property, business or health, including your experiences in the 2007 floods.  We need as much information as possible.  We also need your comments on the EA proposals as they still exist.  Every piece, however long or short, will be passed the EA.  If you only supply your name and address we will pass that on, it will register your concern.  The greater the number of respondents the harder it will be to ignore us. 

Return your statements (don’t forget to include your name and address) to the Post Office in Brandesburton, Leven, North Frodingham or Beeford. You can e-mail or post evidence direct to the team in Leeds, if you prefer.  

To contact BNFFAG - byas@byas.karoo.co.uk 

Please write to the Minister at DEFRA 

The Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,
Nobel House,

17, Smith Square,

London,

SW1P 3JR

Please also write to your MP – he can contact the Minister on your behalf
Graham Stuart MP


Rt Hon Greg Knight MP
House of Commons


House of Commons
London



London
SW1A 0AA



SW1A 0AA
graham@grahamstuart.com 

thomasml@parliament.uk 

To contact the Environment Agency 

Project Manager,

River Hull FRMS,

Phoenix House,

Global Avenue,

Leeds,

LS11 8PG

thomasin.meadley@environment-agency.gov.uk
