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Conclusion:-

Ref Reservoirs flood plans, the Draft Floods and Water Bill fails to consult either Unitary Authorities or Parish Councils in whose area the reservoir is situated.

Furthermore the restrictions on consultation and publication are punitive and offer no review or appeal procedure.  In my opinion the reservoir flood plan should be formally incorporated within the local flood plan.
Background information:

April 2006 – Horton Road, Datchet, Berkshire – an 8 foot (2,400 mm) diameter water pipe 30m below ground level burst at the foot of the 30m high reservoir embankment.  Homes were flooded and the road collapsed, but luckily the reservoir embankment was not breached. (Please see photographs and map below)

A request for information from the EA resulted produced a redacted report (please see scanned page below)
Reservoir flood plans (section 141 (5) (c) omits the words ‘unitary authority’ and/or Parish Council.
Supporting evidence from F&WB consultation:-
Reservoir flood plans (S 141-143) page 58 (pdf 222 of 363)
The Minister may by notice direct a reservoir manager to prepare a flood plan.

(5) Before giving a direction, the Minister must consult ………….
143 (1) Minister is not required to consult …………..
143 (2) ………may give notice not to publish ………. 
143 (3) …….may give notice to withhold access ………
F&WB part 3 – reservoirs – 7: flood plans (page 58) (pdf 222 of 363)

141 Directions

(1) The Minister may by notice direct a reservoir manager to prepare a flood plan.

(2) A flood plan is a document –

(a) giving information about the areas that may be flooded in the event of an uncontrolled escape of water from the reservoir,

(b) specifying the action that the reservoir manager would take in order to prevent an

uncontrolled escape of water, and

(c) specifying the action that the reservoir manager would take in order to control or

mitigate the effects of a flood.

(3) A direction may, in particular –

(a) specify the matters to be included in the flood plan;

(b) require the flood plan to be prepared in accordance with methods of technical or other analysis specified by the Environment Agency;

(c) require the flood plan, the certificate under section 142(3) or any related information to be given to the Environment Agency at a time specified by the Agency or the Minister;

(d) require the reservoir manager to consult specified persons about the content of the flood plan;

(e) require a copy of the flood plan and the certificate under section 142(3) to be sent to specified persons;

(f) require the flood plan to be published in a specified manner.

(4) The matters specified in a direction under subsection (3)(a) may, in particular, include –

(a) details of arrangements for contacting persons listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 (Category 1 responders), and

(b) a map showing the likely areas of flooding in the event of an escape of water from the reservoir.

(5) Before giving a direction, the Minister must consult –

(a) the reservoir managers concerned,

(b) the Environment Agency,

(c) if the reservoir concerned is in England, the county council, metropolitan district council or London borough council in whose area the reservoir is situated,

(d) if the reservoir concerned is in Wales, the county council or county borough council in whose area the reservoir is situated,

(e) such persons appearing to the Minister to represent the emergency services in the area where the reservoir is situated, and

(f) such other persons (if any) as the Minister thinks appropriate.
(6) This section is subject to section 143.
143 Restrictions on consultation and publication

(1) The Minister is not required to consult any person or class of persons under section 141(5) if it appears that to do so would be contrary to the interests of national security.

(2) The Minister may by notice require a reservoir manager not to publish, or not to publish except as specified in the notice –

(a) a flood plan prepared in response to a notice under section 141;

(b) any corresponding plan prepared by the reservoir manager other than in response to a notice under that section.

(3) A notice under subsection (2) may require a reservoir manager to withhold access to the flood plan from any person except as specified in the notice.

Please see below:  
two photographs of burst pipe damage 

one location map, 

one sheet of redacted report.

App 1 – two photographs of burst pipe damage
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Burst pipe location map
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Scanned copy of one page of redacted report
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9.5 Details of Modifications, Remedial Works and History

In 1974 67 water level observation wells were established around the toe.
In 1984 repairs were made to the internal slabbing following storm damage.

In May 1989 the maximum operating level was reduced to 16.69m AOD following
worries over hydraulic failure.

In April 1991 the maximum operating level was removed but slow filling over the
levels above 16.48 was limited to a minimum of 2 weeks.
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Burst pipe here
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