ThamesAwash  -  the community's voice to fight flooding

Response to the Consultation document on the 
Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy
Q1:
Do you agree with our proposals for flood diversion channels in Reach 3? 

A:
Yes; in general ThamesAwash welcomes the proposals outlined in the Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy. 
Q2:
If Government funding was found to be severely limited would you be happy if only part of the strategy, for example channels 2 and 3, was implemented.
A:
Yes.  However, it has to be said that a partial scheme would not provide the full control of the water flow in the Thames and its tributaries across the whole scheme and, as a result, many of the benefits would be compromised and could raise issues about whether the partial scheme then could meet the cost-benefit requirements even though additional homes were being protected. 
Q3:
Do you agree with our proposals for floodplain management in reaches 3 & 4?
A:
Yes, provided this includes: 
a)
enhancement of the use of the natural flood plain, 
b)
resistance to any development in undeveloped areas of the flood plain and 
c)
to ensure that any further development in the existing areas of the developed flood plain only allows building of flood resilient design in accordance with PPS25.
Q4: 
Do you agree with our proposals for engineering works in Reach 4? 
A:
Yes 
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Q5:
Do you know of any other potential impacts we have not considered on P19?
A:
Points to include: 
a) TRIBUTARY RIVERS
Thames Awash is particularly concerned that a full assessment, particularly with regard to maintenance and management is made of the impact of the tributaries of the Thames in the area of the Strategy and in particular:

The River Colne with its tributaries, Colnebrook, the Datchet Common Brook and the Wraysbury River

The River Ash
The River Crane, which has of course been the subject of considering concerns recently with the partial collapse of the tunnel under the SW Trains rail tracks from Reading, Windsor & Eton and Weybridge into Waterloo.

 The River Wey
The River Mole

And the Chertsey Bourne (which is subject to specific concerns)

All these rivers for a great part of their length pass through residential areas and in many case are the boundaries of people’s homes which, if these were not the responsibility of the Environment Agency, would be their responsibility as Riparian Owners.

b) THE CHERTSEY BOURNE 

ThamesAwash would wish to see the stretch of Channel 2 from Thorpe Lakes to Chertsey Weir constructed as soon as possible, irrespective of the outcome of funding for the entire Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy so as to provide flood protection to the centre of Chertsey from the regular flooding by the River Bourne. 
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The benefits to the Runnymede Borough of Channel 2 are fully recognised, however the original Chertsey Bourne flood alleviation scheme has now been subsumed by the Environment Agency into the proposed Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy so as to provide a stronger economic justification for the whole scheme.  

The proposed short stretch of Channel 2 from Thorpe Lakes to Chertsey Weir will provide flood protection to residents in the centre of Chertsey currently most at risk by diverting  the excess water from Virginia Water Lake directly into the River Thames. It should be noted that the total volume of water fed into the Thames from the Bourne remains the same hence Thameside residents downstream of Chertsey Bridge will remain unaffected. 

However in the event of the funding not being forthcoming to support the entire Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy effort should be made to ensure the construction of the stretch of channel 2 to the north of the M3 Motorway across The Burway as a standalone project. Consideration should be given to offsetting the costs of construction of this short stretch of channel 2 from the monetary value of the gravel extracted. 

In addition consideration should be given to transplanting the portion of the historic Thorpe Hay Meadow affected by Channel 2 to another location. 

c) HOMES WITH NO MAINS DRAINAGE
ThamesAwash is particularly concerned that in the Strategy area there are many homes that do not have the facility of mains drainage and therefore the level of the water table is of crucial importance if they are not to be inundated with sewerage.  We would wish that arrangements are made to ensure these homes have the best protection possible.  It should, of course, be noted that in the 2003 floods, there were a number of areas that were similarly affected as a result of the mains sewers being backed-up.  

d) RAILWAY LINES 
ThamesAwash observes that in a number of locations the proposed flood channels run alongside the existing railway lines.  Given that there was line collapse on the Windsor & Eton to Staines track in the 1990’s in this area and the experienced instability of the natural or minimally engineered banks of the first of the flood relief channels, the Jubilee River, it is hoped that more substantial structures would be created in this Strategy.  We assume that the maximum height of water in the new channels will be indentified in terms of the potential flooding of surrounding areas through the elevated water table particularly in the areas of railway embankments.
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e) DITCHES
Throughout the whole of the Strategy Area there are a large number of ditches which are either the full responsibility of local authorities or have shared responsibility between local Authorities and Riparian Owners.  In addition, there are ditches that are designated Main River and therefore the responsibility of the Environment Agency and the Riparian Owners. ThamesAwash considers that the Strategy must include the necessary requirements to ensure that ditches are maintained as a crucial additional safeguard in the event of flooding.  Recent reports from the Netherlands and from Belgium indicated that in low-lying countries, the water ditches are considered to be a significant channel for the dispersion of excess waters.
f) POLLUTION
Both Channel 1 and Channel 2 make use of existing lakes for part of their course downstream.  ThamesAwash believes that special requirements will be required to ensure that pollution from run-off nitrates from the main Thames into nitrate free environments does not result in serious outbreaks of algae growth in periods of low flow and high temperatures and sunlight with the consequential impact of water life and the people and their pets that use the water recreationally.
g) SHEPPERTON – CHERTSEY REGATTA
ThamesAwash notes that one of the exits of Channel 3 into the Thames cuts through the portion of land that has recently been acquired by the Shepperton - Chertsey Regatta Association for use as a car-park to ensure the continuation of the annual regatta since Spelthorne Borough Council banned parking on the Dumsey Meadow SSSI.  The land was purchased after a widely publicised public appeal. 

Two options should be considered:
a)
Is it essential to have the Channel 3 re-entry into the River Thames across this particular piece of land? 
b)
Can the EA provide an alternative piece of land for use as the car park in the immediate vicinity?

h) DISPOSAL OF POTENTIALLY CONTAMINATED SOIL FROM THE CHANNELS
ThamesAwash is well aware that the removal of soil from those areas where channels are being constructed presents a significant cost with regard to polluted and/or contaminated soil and that this could have a very significant minus impact on the viability of the project. 
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However, we would wish to say that this Strategy is concerned with not only one of the most highly populated areas of the country but also one of the largest revenue providers for Government income.  Much of the pollution results from the density of population and it would seem reasonable that Government expenditure on safeguarding the region should take into account the high levels of revenue generated here.
i) OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT SCHEME FOR THE ALL THE CHANNELS, INCLUDING THE JUBILEE RIVER
ThamesAwash would look for operational management of the whole scheme including the reaches upstream of the Lower Thames and the lower reaches down through London to the Thames’s discharge into the North Sea.

Without wishing to go over old ground, ThamesAwash would look for the Operational Management Schemes for each of the three new channels to be publically viewable in order to ensure that the concerns that arose with regard to the operation of the Jubilee River in 2003. It goes almost without saying that the operational arrangements for all four channels, ie including the Jubilee River, have to be intimately linked.
j) DREDGING
ThamesAwash believes that an interim measure of dredging pinch points of the River Thames is essential as even when the Lower Thames Strategy goes ahead it will not have any beneficial effect for the next 15-20 years.  Any measures which can be taken to improve the capacity of the river including dredging and river maintenance will be invaluable until this time.  At present the EA only have the power and obligation to dredge for navigation purposes and it is essential that with the climate change anticipated that power and duty is also given to dredge for flood defence purposes, where appropriate.
Q6:
Do you have any suggestions for other benefits the strategy could provide for your local area? 

A:
Cycling, Horse Riding, Canoeing but in particular a Lock up-stream of M3 to provide river boating access to the Thorpe Park.  

Q7:
Are there any other groups or organisations that we should be talking to? 

Other Groups whose input would be beneficial, as they include many people who have years of knowledge and previous experience of the River Thames and of flooding, are:
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ThamesAwash

Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead Parishes Flood Liaison Group

Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead Flood Forum

Runnymede Flood Forum

Spelthorne Flood Forum

All Borough and County Councils in the stretch of the River Thames affected by Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy and the Parish Councils in those Counties that they exist
The Chertsey Society

Staines Town Society

The River Thames Society

All Residents’ Associations along the River including:
Abbeyfields Residents’ Association
Egham Residents’ Association
Egham Riverside Residents’ Association
Friends of the Hythe

Greenway Residents’ Association
Hamm Island Residents’ Association
Hamhaugh Island Residents’ Association
Hamm Court Residents’ Association
Hampton Wick Association

Hythe End Road Residents’ Association

Laleham Reach Residents’ Association
Leacroft Residents’ Association
Lower Ash Estate Residents’ Association
Lower Sunbury Residents’ Association

Northern Burway Residents’ Association
Old Windsor Residents' Association

Parke Road Residents’ Association
Penton Hook Boat Owner's Association

Penton Hook Residents’ Association
Pharaoh's Island Residents’ Association
River Ash Residents’ Association
Riverside Drive Residents’ Association 

Riverside PHBOA

Riverside Residents’ Association
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Sandhill & Las Palmas Residents’ Association
Silvery Sands Residents’ Association
Sunbury Common Residents’ Association
Sunnymead Residents’ Association
Swan Walk Residents’ Association
Thames Meadow Residents’ Association
Thames Side (Laleham) Residents’ Association
The Creek & Wheatley Eyot Residents’ Association
Thorpe Lea Residents’ Association
Wheatsheaf Lane Residents’ Association
All other interested parties such as Water Companies, Network Rail, SW Trains and Bus Companies
All emergency services

Kris Cruisers

French Brothers

JGF Passenger Boats

Salter’s Steamers 

Wraysbury Skiff and Punting Club

All the rowing clubs in the stretch of the River Thames affected by Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy
All the sailing clubs in the stretch of the River Thames and the adjacent lakes affected by Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy
All riparian owners

All organisers of the various regattas scheduled each year on this stretch of the River Thames 

Datchet Golf Club

Laleham Golf Club

THAMESAWASH STATEMENT:

ThamesAwash totally supports the early implementation of the Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy.  However, the points raised above should be taken into consideration.






